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Why Do We Go To Scripture?
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“To know wisdom and Instruction, 1o
understand words of insight.”
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“To know wisdom and Iinstruction...”
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‘right conduct and right relationships -
within the community.”
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"2 .. to understand words of insight.”
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"6 to understand a proverb and a saying,
the words of the wise and their riddles.”
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"4 to give prudence o the simple, knowledge
and discretion to the youth—
°> Let the wise hear and increase in learning, and
the one who understands obfain guidance,”
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SPIRITUAL CHILD:
In this stage, people are

INFANT Gowng i ther

relationship with God,
and are also
grow in their n
with other Christians,

are building
relationships with other
believers.

They are developing
habits of Bible study
and prayer.

They are plugging into
relational environments
for the purpose

They are giving of their
time and money.

PHRASES
THEY MIGHT SAY...
"1 love my church
because | feel like |
belong *

"My small group is great!
They make me feel
welcome*

“rm upset about having
to buna\ our small
gruu I just started

friends.*

SPIRITUAL YOUNG
ADULT:
In this e, peo are
making a big s from
being self-centered
1rr:sn o(bheers-:lenlered
eyre to
nd{mand their r:%le as
a guef rather than a

mlnlstcrl - oo
putting others first.

are being doers of the
Word,

TRAITS
They are becomi
less self-centered a
more others-centered,

They are beginning to
see themselves as
ministers.

™ are utthi and
'Xg of melr;‘

a place ov

thankfulness and love.

They understand the
Kingdom purpose of

br’:‘nchlr\g thg:” small
oup.

PHRASES
THEY MIGHT SAY...
“I'm going to visit Bob in
the hospital tonight
rather than folng to the

‘Im serving in the nursery
so that parents can
attend a service.”

"I need to branch my
small goup. but no one
else is ready to lead.”
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to help him
how to minister to
others.*
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Where Do We Starte
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“/ the fear of the Lord is the beginning of
knowledge ..."
"IN HBF]EE AR AY Jn’ﬁ, e ARMEEFI

\ f—

5o

== Proverbs 1:7



Timothy James Keller

(September 23, 1950 — May 19, 2023)




“When we go to the Old Testament, where the term ‘fear of the Lord’ is very common, we come
upon some very puzzling usages. Often the fear of the Lord is linked with great joy. Proverbs 28:14
tells us that ‘Happy is the one who feareth always.” How can someone who is constantly in fear
be filled with happinesse Perhaps most surprising is Psalm 130:4, where the Psalmist says,
‘Forgiveness comes from you — therefore you are feared.’ Forgiveness and grace increase the
fear of the Lord. Other passages tell us that we can be instructed and grow in the fear of the Lord
(2 Chronicles 26:5; Psalm 34:11), that it is characterized by praise, wonder, and delight (Psalm
40:3; Isaiah 11:3). How can that bee One commentator on Psalm 130 puts it like this: “Servile fear

[being scared] would have been diminished, not increased, by forgiveness .

.. The true sense of
the ‘fear of the Lord’ in the Old Testament [then] ...

— Tim Keller
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